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Project description: (max 150 words) 
The fall armyworm (FAW), which is a native pest in the Americas, was first detected in 
Africa in 2016 and since then the pest has been spreading throughout the continent 
threatening maize production and the livelihood of many farmers in Africa. A massive spray 
of insecticides has been deployed in maize fields as an emergency response to control FAW 
invasion. However, it is vital to identify a sustainable and cost-effective strategy for FAW 
management. Agro-ecological approach offers an affordable and environmentally friendly 
alternative for controlling FAW. However, there is limited knowledge regarding the 
influence of agro-ecological practices in controlling FAW since it is a new pest in Africa. 
Here, we aim to understand the effect of agro-ecological practices in controlling FAW in 
Ethiopia. We also aim to understand the ecological mechanisms involved in regulating this 
pest. The findings will contribute to the sustainable management of FAW in smallholder 
farming systems. 
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